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COASTAL

A STONE'S THROW
More than three thousand islands
speckle Maine's coastline. This one,
called Hunting Island, is a five-
minute motorboat ride from Cape
Newagen in the town of Southport,
about an hour north of Portland.
The sole dwelling was originally
built in the early 20th century as a
hunting-and-fishing camp, and
had no electricity or proper plumb-
ing until 2011, when Kate and Bob
Horgan hired Boothbay-based
contractors Knickerbocker Group
to fully renovate it. They rebuilt
the roof, which is now covered in
standing-seam metal, and added
awning-style windows made of
durable mahogany and painted in
Benjamin Moore Soft Jazz. But they
preserved its weathered charm—
even using stones from the site
and beach-sand mortar to restore
and add onto the cottage.
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UP AND AWAY

High tide can bring seawater six
feet from the cottage’s front door,
so buttoning it up well before
winter storms hit is essential. “The
first spring, we returned to find
the front door and two kitchen win-
dows gone. There was a boulder
in the living room,” says Kate. The
couple replaced plywood winter
window coverings with polycar-
bonate ones custom-designed-
and-built by Knickerbocker Group,
and poured sealed-concrete
floors with vents to let water flow
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out. The steel rods rimming the
ceiling support the stone walls
and have hooks to hang up the
long gray couch (which came with
the place) and wooden furniture,
mostly gathered by Kate at
antiques shops in Maine, Vermont,
and New Jersey. Cushions get
stored upstairs, and upholstered
chairs go to a guesthouse built

on higher ground. The art is by
Mainers: A Paula Ragsdale paint-
ing is at left, while the other two
are by Martha Burkert.

MALKA ML VOY 8 BASHA BURWELL

From its jagged beaches
toits inland farmlands,
Maine brims with lovingly
restored one-of-a-

kind homes like this one.
See 29 more in The
Maine House, by Maura
McEvoy and Basha
Burwell, with photo-
graphs by McEvoy

and text by Kathleen
Hackett, out now from
Vendome Press.
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FROM THE MAINE HOUSE, BY MAURA MCEVOY AND
BASHA BURWELL, TEXT BY KATHLEEN HACKETT
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ALL THINGS CONSIDERED
Right: In the living room and elsewhere,
the original stone walls were supported by
nondestructive reinforcing (including the
steel rods visible in the photograph at
left) but kept intact. The slipcovered arm-
chair is by Lee Industries. Electrical out-
lets sit above flood level, powered by
wiring contained in conduits. Below: The
kitchen is part of a two-story, 365-square-
foot addition. Its marble countertops were
inspired by a cover of Living, says Kate:

“I gave it to Knickerbocker, and they copied
them!” The counters and sink are the only
fixed elements; Knickerbocker Group
custom-built sturdy portable cabinets—
some on casters—that can be moved to
the back of the house, which gets less
water, for the winter. The walls and ceiling
are whitewashed cedar, and the light fix-
tures are from Rejuvenation. Local artist
Philippe Villard made the dish rack.
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THE CAPTAIN'S QUARTERS

A pair of twin beds were all this room (one of two original bedrooms)
could fit when Bob and Kate bought the cottage in September 2010.
They expanded it as part of the addition. It's set over the kitchen and a new
guest room; the stone wall marks where the original structure ends.
On the other side of the wooden wall is a bathroom with a washer and
dryer, bidet, large shower, and separate tub with views of a lighthouse

on a neighboring island. The garment-dyed, handmade linen bedding is
by California-based Bella Notte. “It’s those unexpected touches that
bring civility to life on a rock!" says Kate. The painting is by John Seitzer.
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OLDIES BUT GOODIES

Above: Kate, who has a decorating busi-
ness called Darché Designs, chose fur-
nishings that would not compete with the
house’s raw beauty. This eating area
with views of Newagen harbor is adjacent
to the expanded kitchen. She found the
gray cupboard at an antiques shop in
nearby Wiscasset; it holds pantry goods
and vases. The tall, skinny clock is from
Abacus Gallery, in Boothbay Harbor;
the botanical prints are from the Frederick
Galleries in Spring Lake, New Jersey
(where the couple spend other months of
the year); and the small framed artworks
are by Kim and Philippe Villard. The
table and chairs came from The Nest,
also in Spring Lake (but now closed).
Right: Opposite the eating area, an origi-
nal staircase leads to the remodeled pri-
mary bedroom and bath. The railings are
new, but the driftwood banister is a lifer.
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